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Abstract 
The article present the results of a specific research dealing with the attitude of the general public to the issue of 
the new writing system Comenia Script (henceforth CS). The script has been tested for two years at thirty 
primary schools and tens of schools have recently joined in the teaching of the script. 
The script is not a novelty in the Czech Republic and teachers, experts and parents have been already asked to 
express their opinion about it, therefore we decided to address the lay public as well and ask them to do the same 
through a questionnaire of ours. We were interested in their opinion of the change of script at Czech schools and 
their personal attitude to the new writing system, i.e. whether they would put their children/grandchildren in a 
class where CS is taught. The results have shown that the Czech general public regards the new script as a certain 
innovation but there is no unity of the opinion of it. 
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1. Introduction 
From the historical point of view, it is not clear when writing ceases to be a kind of art and becomes a 
deliberate activity of mankind. Script was created for the purpose of recording information. The need for this 
emerged already between 15th and 10th millennium B.C. at many places across the world and it happened in 
various ways. 
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2. Script and its development 
We are interested mainly in the development of roman letters. At the beginning of this long process stands 
Etruscan, which served as a model for other kinds of scripts at the territory of present day Italy such as Faliscan 
alphabet. Faliscan script is a direct predecessor of roman letters. 
The most ancient inscription in roman letters can be found on a gold brooch from Preneste, which was made 
around 600 B.C. Roman letters have been stable since the 2nd century B.C. and none of the artificial 
modifications after this date took hold.  
The cursive writing which is normally used in the Czech Republic today is based on a calligraphic script from 
the 19th century. This old type of writing should produce an aesthetic effect, it required mostly reproduction of 
certain shapes and it suppressed the individuality of pupils and their creativity. This calligraphic script was 
simplified in 1932. In the 60s Václav Penc proposed a new type of school script, whose upper-case letters 
differed from the previous type. This script, which is narrower than the previous types, requires greater effort in 
writing, mainly convulsiveness of the hand. Pence’s script remained almost unchanged to the present day and 
becomes a prototype of written script for the Czechs (Havigerová, 2011). The qualitative features of the script, 
which serve as a basis of writing exercise books are outdated and unsatisfactory (Čapka, Santlerová, 1994). 
 
3. Theoretical basis 
Already in the 90s some experts as well as laymen criticised the existing script as unsatisfactory, especially 
for left-handed children and children with fine motor skills disorder.  
The revolutionary proposition of the new type of writing is the work of the graphic designer Radana Lencová 
(2008). The author herself claims that “Comenia script is a practical script for children. It is simple and modern. 
It is designed to serve as the basic pattern of handwriting, which can be modified depending on the individual 
inclinations of each writer, who is free to adjust it according to his/her liking: Several letters in the alphabet have 
more than one variant. There is also a sans-serif alphabet for special purposes.” The script is similar to block 
letters, which should make it easier for the children to learn to read and write at the same time. Readability was 
an important criterion when designing the script.  
The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport of the Czech Republic (henceforth MEYS) allowed the teaching 
of Comenia script in a two year testing period beginning in the school year 2012/2011. The script was tested at 33 
primary schools. Based on the obtained results concerning the development of writing in pupils when using 
Comenia script, it was recommended by MEYS as an alternative to the generally used script in the year 
2012/2013. The introduction of Comenia Script in a school is conditioned by the approval of pupils’ parents. 
After the testing period, 20-40 primary schools began to teach Comenia Script.   
4. Research objectives and methods 
This project is a part of a more extensive research concerning the attitudes of parents, teachers, experts and 
the general public to CS and its objective is to learn the opinions of general public to the new writing system CS. 
It should reveal whether the Czech general public has enough information about the differences between the old 
script and CS. Furthermore, it should bring information about the opinion of the general public of the change of 
script in Czech schools and express the attitudes to it. The following research questions were used: 
 Do you know what Comenia Script is? 
 What is your opinion of the change of script at Czech schools? 
 Would you put your child/grandchild in a class where Comenia Script is taught? 
A questionnaire survey was conducted. In order to reach the research objectives we used a non-standardized 
questionnaire, which is one of the most frequent tools of pedagogical, psychological, demographic and other 
researches (Skutil a kol, 2011). 
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The questionnaire consisted of 11 items, 5 of which concerned demographic data. The rest included 4 closed or 
half-closed questions and 2 open questions. 
The survey was conducted through social networks (facebook.com, twitter.com…), e-mail (102 questionnaires), 
34 questionnaires were distributed in paper form. 90,6 % of questionnaires (136) were returned. 
The data was statistically processed using the software MS Excel 2010. The measures of descriptive statistics 
were computed and Pearson chi-squared test and the contingency table were used to find correlations. 
4.1. Research sample 
Our aim was to discover what the attitude of the Czech general public to Comenia script was. In this article, 
we deal with the results of a questionnaire survey, in which 136 respondents took part. We are currently working 
with opinions about the issue which can be found in internet discussions. 
65 % of respondents were women and 35 % were men (Fig 1). We believe that this is a result of the fact that 
women are more willing to participate in questionnaires surveys as well as the fact that they are more interested 
in the issue of the new script since they are mothers.  
 
 
 
Fig. 1. Distribution of respondents’ sex 
All age groups were represented in the research sample (Table 1). The majority of respondents are aged 18-30. 
2 % only are over 51. This shows the interest of young people – potential parents – in the issues concerning the 
education system, changes and new elements in teaching. 
Table 1. Age of respondents 
Age of the respondents Valid Frequency Valid Percent  
18-30 years of age 104 76 
31-40 years of age 20 15 
41-50 years of age 
51 or over 
Total 
9 
3 
136 
7 
2 
100 
  
Although the majority of questionnaires were distributed through social networks, there were respondents 
from all the 14 regions of the Czech Republic. The regions represented by the greatest numbers of respondents 
were Prague (20 %), Středočeský kraj (18 %) and Východočeský kraj (13 %). This distribution corresponds with 
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the fact that Prague and its surroundings have the greatest population and our university is in the region 
Východočeský kraj, which increases the interest in the given issue. 
The levels of the respondents’ education cover the whole scale. The majority of respondents have either 
secondary education (60 %) or university education (32 %) – Table 2. The numbers correspond with the interest 
of our population in innovations and domestic affairs. It is interesting to notice that the percentage of respondents 
who said that they do not know what Comenia script is are mainly people with university education (21 %) as 
well as secondary education (41,2 %). 
 
Table 2. Education of respondents 
Education of respondents Frequency Valid Percent  
Academic 2 1 
Higher specialize 7 5 
Secondary –with grown up examination 
Secondary –with the certificate of 
apprenticeship 
Basic 
Total 
82 
3 
 
32 
136 
60 
2 
 
32 
100 
 We examined not only the level of education but also the field of the respondents’’ profession. The presented 
results (Table 3) suggest that the issue interests mainly individuals from the field of education, which we 
expected, and the field of economics. We anticipated higher percentage of the humanities, which included such 
fields as psychology, social work, fine arts or music. The lowest percentage was reached by apprenticeship; there 
were house painters and a dressmaker among the respondents from this category.  
 Table 3. Field of Education 
Field of Education Frequency Percent  
Natural science 9 6 
Economics 27 20 
Education 
Health care 
Technology 
Apprenticeship 
General 
Humanities 
Total 
38 
12 
13 
9 
15 
13 
136 
28 
9 
10 
6 
11 
10 
100 
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4.2. Research results 
Besides answering the questions listed above, all respondents indicated which type of script they use (Table 
4). We asked them to do that for the following reasons: 
 The possibility of comparison with the answers of respondents from the extended project, i.e. 
parents, teachers and experts. 
 Learning about the relation of the script that the respondents use to the script taught in the 1st grade 
of primary schools. 
 Finding a possible connection between the way of writing and the opinion of CS in the Czech 
Republic.  
The table shows that the most frequent possibility is the use of a combination of hand-writing and block font 
(47 %), which is followed by hand-writing (Latin), which is the script taught in the 1st grade of primary schools. 
Table 4. The way of writing of the respondents 
The way of writing of the respondents Frequency Percent 
Hand-writing (Latin) 
Capital block letters  
45 
9 
33 
7 
Small block (completed by block 
capitals) 
18 13 
The combination of hand-writing and 
block font 
Total 
64 47 
 
The results of previous research were similar (Table 5). The greatest part of the population uses a combination 
of hand-writing and block letters and hand-writing (Latin) is the second most frequent option, which is not 
surprising given that it is the type of script taught at primary schools. Hand-writing (Latin) is the most frequent 
option in teachers only (66 %), because they teach this script. The fact that other respondents use another type of 
script most (combination of hand-writing and block letters) is surprising. It suggests that the currently taught 
script is not completely satisfactory and it does not correspond with social trends. Therefore a change of the script 
is needed. 
Table 5. Comparison of scripts used by different respondents 
Comparison of scripts used by different 
respondents % 
General 
Public 
Professionals   Teachers     Parents       
Hand-writing (Latin) 33 45 66 36 
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The combination of hand-writing and 
block font 
47 50 29 47 
 
The question concerning the knowledge of the term Comenia script was crucial for the research. Of the 1142 
parents of pre-school children at the beginning of the testing period two years ago 63 % knew the meaning of the 
term (Bartošová, Maněnová, Třečková, 2012). Therefore we supposed that today, when the new script enters 
schools, 90 % of respondents at least would know it. Our research revealed that 25 % of respondents from the 
general public do not know the term yet. The others answered that CS (number of respondents): 
 
 is a new script (92), 
 is taught in the 1st grade of primary schools (41), 
 is simpler (31),  
 is not cursive (24), 
 is based on upper-case cursive letters (55), 
 is more readable (16).   
 
The following part presents the answers of the 102 respondents who know the new script and can express their 
attitudes. We wanted to know where the general public learned about the script. The majority of respondents 
answered (Fig. 2) that they encountered the term for the first time on television (34 %) or the internet (21 %) – 
the percentage below is based on the total number of respondents. 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2. Source informativeness on CS 
Another aim of the research was to learn about the opinions of the change of script at Czech schools (Table 6). 
We worked with the 102 answers of the respondents who know the script. Some respondents gave more opinions 
and justifications. On the other hand, in some cases the answer was missing. 38,2 % do not approve of the 
change. They think that it lowers school demands (29,4 %) or do not believe the change to be important. The 
others (61,8 %) consider CS to be a simpler and suitable alternative (36,3 %), especially for children with specific 
learning disorders. There were some complaints about the price of writing exercise books and other materials, 
including software for interactive boards. 
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Table 6. Opinions about the change of scripts in Czech schools 
The change of script Frequency Percent  
Disapproval with the change 39 6 
Yes, CS is simpler 45 20 
Yes, CS us a suitable alternative 
No, lowers demands 
The change is not important 
 
37 
30 
18 
28 
9 
10 
 
The last area of interest concerned personal attitude to the new script, i.e. the question whether the respondents 
would put their child in a class where CS is taught.  
Here we get to interesting results. In the testing period parents doubted the new script, hey were badly 
informed and sceptical. Similarly, the teachers who did not encounter CS yet did not approve of global 
introduction of CS in schools and they either would not put their children in a class where CS is taught or did not 
know yet. Contrarily, teachers who already taught CS approved of its introduction and they would put their 
children in a class where it is taught.  
The answers of experts describe that 36,4 % of them would put their child in a class where CS is taught (three 
psychologists and one graphologist). 31,8 % either would not put their child in such a class or do not have a 
definite opinion about it. 
Furthermore, the results concerning lay public show a certain progress (Table 7). 44 % of respondents would 
wish their child/grandchild to learn CS, 27 % do not have a definite opinion and 31 % is against CS. 12 
respondents stated that they would put their child in a CS class only if it was the only possibility, while 26 
respondents explained  their decision by the simplicity of the script. 
 
Table 7. Distribution of the view on the inclusion of their child in school using CS  
 
Distribution of the view  on the inclusion 
of their child in school using CS 
Frequency Percent 
Yes 
I don't know 
44 
27 
43,1 
26,4 
No 31 30,5 
Total 102 100 
We explain these results by the fact that the majority of respondents are members of younger generation, 
which is more receptive to changes. 
4.3. Summary 
The results based on the research sample show the opinions of the general public about the current script and the 
new Latin script. The question concerning the knowledge of the term Comenia script was answered negatively by 
25 % of respondents. This surprised us, mainly because of the fact that negative answers were given by 
respondents with secondary and university education. This may be related to the consistency of the prototype of 
written script in the minds of our respondents (hence the Czech public) and subconscious unwillingness to move 
the prototype from the "normal" traditional to a new one (Havigerová, 2012). 
61,8 % would welcome the change of script at Czech schools since they consider it to be simpler, more 
modern and more readable. Negative attitudes were justified by the uselessness of the change, higher prices of 
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new teaching aids and unnecessary lowering of school demands. We, on the contrary, believe that the very 
simplicity of the script would save children as well as parents some effort. The respondents do not regard the type 
of script as a decisive factor for the selection of a school for their children. 
The answers of the general public also show that similarly as teachers and experts, laymen are interested in 
putting their children in a class which teaches CS (44 %). Of all the results obtained so far, this number surprised 
us. Again, we explain it by the age of the respondents. 
We also intended to determine whether there is a correlation between the age of respondents and their attitude 
to putting their child in a class where CS is taught. Such correlation was not found (the value χ2 = 6,78; p = 
0,341). The analysis of the individual questionnaires suggests that younger respondents would put their children 
in a school which teaches CS.  
Another connection which we examined was the correlation between the respondents’ way of writing and their 
attitude to introducing CS in schools and putting their children in a CS class. This correlation was confirmed (the 
value χ2 = 13,40; p = 0,0037). This correlation was identified also in the researches concerning parents and 
teachers. It was not found in the research concerning experts since the respondents were too few for the results to 
be reliable.  
 
5. Conclusion 
 
The research results suggest that the general public regards CS as a certain innovation in the Czech education 
system and that it is a type of script suitable to be taught in the 1st grade of primary schools. Same as experts, 
parents and teachers who do not teach CS are cautious when adopting a certain stance and their opinions are 
rather neutral. We do not have enough experience yet to clearly decide whether the new script is a good choice 
for the teaching of writing in Czech schools. 
Acknowledgements 
This paper presents results of the Specific Research Project of University of Hradec Králové number 2111 
named: Comenia script in the views of professional and lay public. 
References 
Bartošová,  I., Maněnová, M. a Třečková, E. (2012). The New Comenia Script to Schools. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences. 69, 
2228-2236.  
Čapka, F., Santlerová, K. (1994) Stručný vývoj písma. Brno: PdF.  
Havigerová, J.M. (2011). Pět pohledů na nadání. [Five perspectives on giftedness]. Praha: Portál. 
Havigerová, J.M. (2012). Who is Normal? Teacher's Personal Constructs of Normality. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 69, 435-
441. 
Lencová, R. (2008). O písmu Comenia Script [online]. [cit. 9. 6. 2011]. Available from: 
http://lencova.eu/cs/uvod/comenia_script/comenia_script_pismo  
Skutil, M. et al. (2011). Základy pedagogicko-psychologického výzkumu pro studenty učitelství. Praha: Portál, 2011. 256 pp.  
 
